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	URBAN DESIGN STUDIO-Instructors: 


Designing the interface between Culture and Infrastructure: 
The case of the southern edge of Beirut’s Central District
	Description

Through their imposition on the fabric of cities, traffic arteries become catalysts of urban change by generating a dynamic of differentiation and a longing for past continuities. Through the modification of the city’s spatial structure, the urban character itself is redefined in terms of frontages, enclosure, activities and practices. Its re-shaping and re-programming bring forward the dialectics of integration, segregation and transition. 
This urban design studio will address the case of General Chehab Avenue, a through-traffic corridor clearly demarcating the southern edge of Beirut’s Central District (BCD). By cutting across the traditional neighborhoods and the continuous urban fabric that formed the first extension of the medieval town, this inner city highway generated the development of two separate entities undergoing their distinct processes of redevelopment and change: 

· On the northern side, the BCD has evolved into a state of the art postwar reconstruction district, entrusted by the government to a private real estate company, Solidere, operating as a public-private joint venture. 

· On the southern side, the traditional inner city neighborhoods are being increasingly subjected to a market-led ad hoc development that is redefining their social fabric and economic structure.  
The interface between the northern and southern edges of General Chehab Avenue is transforming into a differentiated highway frontage both spatially and functionally. The Bashoura neighborhood section will host Dar Beirut, a major cultural center linking visually the city center to the highway. On the opposite side, a deteriorating edge of abandoned lots and decaying traditional structures are awaiting redevelopment into a high rise frontage with a strategic views over the city center. This studio seeks to reflect on and question these highway edges, both in relation to each other and to their own adjoining districts. 

 
	Goal

To develop the ability to articulate a set of comprehensive design guidelines for upgrading the quality of urban form and framing future development according to high standards of aesthetic quality, sustainability and functional efficiency.

Objectives
· To forge a critical discourse about infrastructural breaks and edge development within an inner city context

· To investigate through design the relationships between fundamental concepts such as mobility, visibility, permeability and connectivity

· To reach creative design solutions by exploring the changing attitudes towards issues of urban amenity and cultural specificity. 




