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The twentieth century was a century of destruction…when urban architectural culture was destroyed at a rate unmatched in human history. Anthony M. Tung
Overview
This course explores the intersection between postwar reconstruction and urban design, starting from the premise that both fields have a common focus, the built environment, and more specifically urban form and fabric: 
· In the realm of war destruction, built form constitute the single most important target of military operations from air-bombing to street fighting; the annihilation of the physicality of the city is therefore considered the ultimate sign of victory or defeat. 
· In the realm of postwar reconstruction, built form again takes precedence over other immediate concerns due to its high visibility; the restoration of buildings, streets, and open spaces boost community confidence and self-esteem and lend credibility to official bodies. 
Urban design, whose object of intervention is to give shape to urban space and settlement, becomes therefore the key discipline in “reinstating urbanity”. 
Objective and Scope
The objective of the course is to define the specificity of “urban design” in postwar situations, by investigating the evolution of large-scale interventions on devastated landscapes in the US, Europe and the Middle East starting at the turn of the 20th century and continuing through to today. The focus will be on Third World cities, using Lebanon and mainly Beirut as case studies to explore, evaluate, and generalize from. Emphasis is on the practice of postwar urban design in four main areas: 1) central district restoration; 2) suburban neighborhood rebuilding; 3) refugee camp reconstruction; and 4) rural landscape recovery. The research will start by formulating a theory of postwar urban design articulated around four typologies of practice, that is, market-based, social-based, military-based, and ecological-based urban design; with a critical assessment of their underlying formal, ideological, and operational dialectics.
Structure and Requirements
This seminar course will meet once every two weeks for three hours to explore one area of postwar reconstruction practice. To stimulate dialogue and discussion, each seminar session is structured as follows:
i. Presentation of main theme by instructor followed by case studies. 
ii. Presentation of readings /case studies by a group of 2-3 students 
iii. Discussion of theme and readings 

Each student is required to present one class reading, a midterm research proposal and a term paper on the reconstruction of one European city. 

All papers will revolve around a common framework: morphologies of destruction as documented and analyzed through maps, aerial photos and descriptive text; and dialectics of reconstruction taking into consideration the four major themes of the course, ie, open space, conservation, connectivity, and participation.
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Assessment
· (25%) Class participation and contribution through assigned readings and class presentation.
· (25%) Midterm research proposal – to be approved by instructor
· (50%) Final assignment which will consist of a Power Point presentation and research paper

Readings
Readings / case studies  will be provided on a session by session basis
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