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VIOLENT CITIES

Urban Violence and Crime Prevention Planning in Southern Cities.
Presentation: 

While not a new phenomenon, crime and violence have increased dramatically in recent decades in most of Southern cities and are now recognised as a major economic and social issue. Although less spectacular than violent conflicts, urban violence has deep impacts on individuals and communities and has strong social, political and economical implications. Crime and violence affect all levels of society and pose serious threats to the stability and social climate of the cities. It has been recognised that current trends severely undermine broader development goals of growth and sustainability. 
Rapid urbanisation and persistent poverty and inequality are often cited as root causes of this increase along with political violence and the more organised nature of crime. This raises the issue of the complex relationships between violence and urban development in a context characterised by the growing failure of public authorities to deliver efficient services and to successfully implement poverty reduction strategies. 
The rise of crime and violence in Southern cities also question the relationships between crime and violence and the spatial development patterns of the city.  The links between crime, fear of crime and the physical environment have been stressed for a long time in the criminology literature. Among the causes of crime related to the physical environment, the failure to incorporate security related issues in urban management policies and the apparition of poorly protected semi-public space have been identified as key issues. This field of research represents a key challenge for town planners and designers as there is a need to better integrate social prevention with physical planning in an overall strategic vision of urban development.

Objectives of the seminar: 

The seminar will examine currents trends of crime and violence in Southern cities in relationships with urban development patterns and discuss key research issues for urban planners and designers.  The kinds of violence (economic, social or political), the extent, causes and consequences, as well as the policies and strategies implemented by the various stakeholders (public authorities, neighbourhood associations, NGOs, international agencies), will be analysed in different urban settings. The seminar will in particular explore the relationships between crime prevention and the design and organisation of the built environment in both theoretical and practical perspective. The objective is to examine how architects, designers and planners might contribute to address social, economic and environmental aspects of crime and violence and develop appropriate prevention strategies. 
Topics for introductory courses: 

1. Urbanisation and violence in Southern cities: An overview of current trends in Sub-Saharan African cities (Johannesburg, Nairobi, Lagos) 
2. Theories and principles of place-based crime prevention planning (Defensible space, CPTED, situational crime prevention, environmental criminology)
3. Crime prevention policies and practices in a comparative perspective 
Topics for students’ work: 

· Crime trends and urban development patterns in selected Southern Cities

· Urban streets gangs and juvenile delinquency

· Qualitative and quantitative methods of research on violence (crime surveys, victim surveys, perceptions surveys, participatory urban appraisal, participative crime mapping)
· Reflections on the debate on Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED)

· Community policing and planning in residential neighbourhoods 
· Violence prevention through urban renewal in South African townships
· Urban regeneration projects in inner city areas  (Johannesburg, Cape Town, Nairobi)

· The international circulation of the North American model of Business Improvement Districts (BIDs)
· The fortification and gating of urban space (gated communities)
· Urban insecurity and the “privatisation” of public places  

Betreuung:  De. Elisabeth Peyroux, elisabeth.peyroux@t-online.de
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